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Charges Filed in Murders of Jan and Gary Tyrrell 
 

 SPRINGFIELD, Mo. – Greene County Prosecuting Attorney Dan Patterson 
announces that Mark E. Porter, 53, of Ozark, Missouri, has been charged today with 
two counts of murder in the first degree for killing Jan and Gary Tyrrell. 
 
 On May 1, 2014, Springfield Police officers were dispatched to the Tyrrell’s home 
at 3232 S. Greenbrier to check on their well being after their daughter had been unable 
to contact them.  The officers were able to enter the home and found Jan and Gary 
deceased inside.  Jan died of apparent blunt force trauma to the head and Gary died of 
gunshot wounds. 

Since that day the Springfield Police Department has been vigorously 
investigating the crime.  During the course of the investigation, detectives were able to 
obtain a coffee cup abandoned by Mark Porter.  The Missouri Highway Patrol 
Laboratory expedited its analysis and was able to obtain a DNA profile from that cup 
and compare it to a latex glove found in the Tyrrell home in close proximity to Jan 
Tyrrell’s body.  The lab reported that the DNA profile from Mark Porter’s coffee cup was 
consistent with the DNA profile developed from the latex glove found in the Tyrrell 
home. 

 
Mr. Patterson expressed thanks to the Springfield Police Department Violent 

Crimes Unit and Narcotics Unit as well as the Missouri State Highway Patrol Laboratory 
for their diligent work that led to the arrest and charges announced today. 
 

Mr. Patterson cautions that the charges contained in the felony complaint are 
merely allegations and that the defendant is presumed innocent until and unless proven 
guilty in court. 



Subject:  Greene County Prosecuting Attorney Press Release, State v.   
Porter,   
 

 

 
 Copies of the felony complaint and probable statement filed in this case are 
attached to this release.  The Missouri Supreme Court ethics rules prohibit comments 
on the facts or investigation of this case beyond those contained in the felony complaint 
and probable cause statement that are part of the public record.  

 
This case is being prosecuted by Prosecuting Attorney Dan Patterson.  It is 

being investigated by the Springfield Police Department and Detective Chris Barb  
is the lead investigator assigned to the case.  
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF GREENE COUNTY, MISSOURI 

Associate Division ____ 
STATE OF MISSOURI, ) 
                                           Plaintiff, ) 
 ) 
 ) 
vs. )     Case No.  
 ) 
MARK E. PORTER , )     OCN#  
 ) 
                                         Defendant. )     PA File No. 077331115 
State of Missouri   )    

) ss.    
County of Greene   ) 
 

FELONY COMPLAINT 
 

COUNT I  
(Missouri Charge Code: 10021004.0) 

 
 The Prosecuting Attorney of the County of Greene, State of Missouri, charges that the defendant, in 
violation of Section 565.020, RSMo, committed the class A felony of murder in the first degree punishable 
upon conviction under Section 565.020, RSMo, in that on or about April 30, 2014, in the County of Greene, 
State of Missouri, the defendant after deliberation, knowingly caused the death of Jan Tyrrell by striking her in 
the head with a blunt object. 
 

COUNT II  
(Missouri Charge Code: 10021003.0) 

 
 The Prosecuting Attorney of the County of Greene, State of Missouri, charges that the defendant, in 
violation of Section 565.020, RSMo, committed the class A felony of murder in the first degree punishable 
upon conviction under Section 565.020, RSMo, in that on or about April 30, 2014, in the County of Greene, 
State of Missouri, the defendant after deliberation, knowingly caused the death of Gary Tyrrell by shooting him. 
 

The facts that form the basis for this information and belief are contained in the attached probable cause 
statement concerning this matter, which statement is made a part hereof and is submitted herewith as a basis 
upon which this court may find the existence of probable cause for the issuance of the warrant. 

 



State v. MARK E PORTER   
 

 
 

WHEREFORE, the Prosecuting Attorney prays that an arrest warrant be issued as provided by law.   
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DAN PATTERSON 
Prosecuting Attorney of the County of 
Greene, State of Missouri   

                                
                           

Missouri Bar No.  41848 
1010 Boonville Ave. 
Springfield, MO 65802 
(417) 868-4061 
FAX (417) 868-4160 

 
Dan Patterson, Prosecuting Attorney,  of the County of Greene, State of Missouri, says that the facts stated in 
the above information are true, according to his or her best information, knowledge and belief. 
 

       
 
      Dan Patterson 

 


