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OUR MISSION



Provide children facing adversity with 
strong and enduring, professionally 
supported, 1-to-1 relationships that 
change their lives for the better forever. 



Our Kids
• Grades Kindergarten through 4th grade
• 18 partnering elementary schools
• Facing adversity
• Diverse family dynamics and socioeconomic backgrounds
• Needing a positive influence in their lives
• Absent, deceased, or incarcerated parents
• Parent/Legal Guardian and child all have elected and applied



PROGRAM OVERVIEW



Lunch 
Buddies

• 5-10 years old
• 30-minute lunch one day a week
• Eat lunch with your Buddy
• Talk, play games, color or whatever 

interests you share 
• 18 partnering Springfield schools

Community
Based

• 6-14 years old
• 2 hours per week
• Low cost/no cost activities
• Share interests and hobbies
• Focus on having fun
• Littles across Springfield-metro region



Mentoring 101
• At-risk high school juniors 

and seniors
• OTC Middle College
• 1-2 hours per month



What are mentors asked to do?

• Be a positive adult role model
• Be consistent
• Focus on the 1:1 relationship 

(don’t sit with other matches or children)
• Take interest in your Little’s life, stories, and hobbies
• Have fun together
• Commit to at least one year



What are your requirements?
• 18 years or older
• Must have lived in our service area for at least 6 months if under 21
• Must be able to give a one-year commitment
• Must have valid drivers license, insurance, and transportation
• No drug or alcohol convictions within the last three years
• No hospitalization or treatment for substance related addiction in 

the past five years
• No pending felony or felony conviction 
• No drug use or underage drinking
• Must demonstrate stable lifestyle, emotional maturity, and 

responsible judgement



How does BBBSO keep kids safe?
• Professional screening of volunteers
• Rules and regulations for appropriate match relationships
• Mandated Reporting 

• If mentors suspect child abuse or neglect, they are required 
by law to make a report.

• Contact Match Support Specialist to discuss any concerns. 



Great Game at BBBSO



Great Game: Matches



Match
Scorecard



Great Game: Finances



Finances
Scorecard



Great Game: Mini Games



How do I get started?
• Orientation
• Interview
• Background Check 
• References
• Acceptance

Note: It can take up to 30 days to complete application process.



Trysta Herzog
therzog@bigbro.com
417-889-9136

Contact info to put in your application



QUESTIONS?


