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Milly Sawyers v. William Ivy

➢ September  – Milly filed a 
complaint against William Ivy 
(aka Ivey) for trespass, 
assault and battery, and 
false imprisonment. 

➢ Tax records indicate that Ivy 
didn’t own land or slaves.





1834

 Littleberry Hendricks (aka Hendrick) was 

Milly’s court-appointed attorney.

Hendricks was in Greene County by 1833. 

He became a prominent attorney in 

southwest Missouri.



1834

At that time Hendricks did not own slaves at 
the time, but 1853 circuit court records show 
he sold a slave, “a certain mulatto woman 
slave for life name Mary, “ to Isaac Thomas of 
Cooper County.

 Tax book from 1855 shows he owned one 
slave, valued at $500.



1834

 Ivy answered his court summons but 

refused to enter recognizance.

Judge Allen allowed Milly to file her suit as 

a pauper.

Ordered her to be “hired out” until the 

case was resolved. She stayed with John 

Edwards.



1834

Circuit Judge Charles H. Allen – Allen was 

the first circuit judge in Greene County; 

served from 1833-1837. 

Allen was known as “Hoss” or “Horse” 

Allen, liked to pick fights, and was known 

as a “very profane man…” He once made 

“the air so blue…that [Littleberry] 

Hendricks…was shocked.”



1834

September – William Ivy and James Comer were 

charged with disturbing the peace after harassing 

Hendrick and causing damage to his home. 

Hendricks said they were following him from 

“place to place and hung out around his house.” 

He believed they were the ones who broke down 

his door.



1834

 Ivy and Comer were ordered to keep the 

peace and  to stay away from Hendrick 

for one year.

By this time both men were living in Ray 

County, Missouri.



1835



1835 - August

Milly won her freedom by default 
when Ivy failed to appear in 
court. 

Her petition for $500 damages 
was held over until the April 1836 
court term.



Freedom



1836



1836 – April 1st

➢ James A. McCarrol, Junius T. Campbell, 

and Lucius Rountree were indicted for 

burglary after breaking into John 

Edwards home and kidnapping Milly 

Sawyers on April 1st.



1836 – April

John Polk Campbell and James Warren were 

indicted for the April 1st kidnapping of Calley 

Easter, a free woman of color, to be sold as a 

slave. Both men were arrested.



1836 - April

John Polk Campbell, Sidney Ingram, and 

others “unknown” were indicted for rioting 

and destroying the home and property of 

John Edwards. Littleberry Hendricks was 

attorney for Edwards.  



1836

State vs. John Polk Campbell

and Sydney Ingram, et al

Rioting, 1836



1836 - April

Justice of the Peace Charles Yancy was 

charged with misdemeanor in office for 

not stopping the assault and riot at 

Edwards home. 



1836 - April

Junius T. Campbell was arrested and 

charged with perjury for lying for James 

McCarroll, Lucius Rountree, Henry 

Fulbright, and Zenius Rountree.



1836

 John Polk Campbell – founder of Springfield; 

related to future president James K. Polk. 

Campbell’s cabin was used as the first Greene 

County courthouse. Milly’s case would have 

been heard in his house.

 James Warren – in 1834 he owned one slave.

 James A. McCarroll – early Greene County 

settler; owned one slave.



1836

 Junius T. Campbell - brother of John Polk 

Campbell; came to Springfield in 1831; owned 

first store in Greene County; held several public 

offices; not yet a slave owner.

 Lucius Rountree – arrived 1831; brother of Zenas; 

not a slave owner; later fought with the Union 

Army. 



1836

 Sidney S. Ingram – owned one slave in 1835; 

according to his probate file, when he died in 1847 

he owned one female slave.

 On November 10, 1836, Ingram was appointed 

superintendent of public buildings. As such, his first 

job was to “present the court with a plan of a court 

house to be built in the town of Springfield… [which] 

shall be erected in the public square.” 

 Charles Yancy (aka Yancey) – in Greene County by 

1834; not yet a slave owner; elected justice of the 

peace in August1835



1837



1837

April – John Polk Campbell and James 

Warren pled not guilty in the kidnapping 

of Calley Easter. The circuit attorney 

decided not to prosecute the case.










