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Greene County Recorder of Deeds

Protecting Your Home 
From Deed Fraud



Overview

• What is the role of the Recorder of Deeds?

• What is Deed Fraud?
• Examples of Deed Fraud

• Who is at risk of Deed Fraud?

• How can I prevent Deed Fraud?

• Other Hot Topics



What does the Recorder 
of Deeds do?

• Maintains the public record of all 
transactions involving real 
estate in the County 

• Missouri State Statutes define 
documents to be recorded

• Recorder DOES ensure 
documents presented for 
recording are notarized and meet 
formatting requirements

• Recorder DOES NOT review 
documents for legal 
enforceability

• Recorder also issues marriage 
licenses and records Military 
Discharge documents



Plats and Surveys

Documents defining 
the boundaries of 
property

Creates a “Legal 
Description” used to 
convey property

Ex. Plat of the 
Original Town of 
Springfield (1867)



Conveyance Documents

• Documents transferring 
an ownership interest in 
real estate

• Common documents 
include:

• Warranty Deed

• Quit Claim Deed

• Trustee Deed

• After recording, 
ownership records in 
the County Assessors 
office are updated



Other Real Estate Documents

• Deeds of Trust
• Identifies real estate being used as collateral for a loan

• Releases
• Identifies that a previously filed deed of trust has been satisfied

• Easements
• Grants limited rights to use a property without changing ownership

• Ex. Utility easements, driveway easements, etc. 

• Beneficiary Deeds
• Transfers property ownership to named beneficiaries following the 

owner’s death. 

• Other Documents Affecting Real Estate
• Ex. Court orders, liens, affidavits, etc.



The Deed Fraud 
Problem

• Criminal files a fraudulent 
document attempting to 
transfer ownership of a 
property they do not own 

• Also known as:
• Title Fraud

• Deed Theft

• Quit Claim Fraud

• Property Theft



Examples

 https://youtu.be/uxN7A_ppH1Q?si=FEpDJBT6JkeYC_qN&t=229



Who Is At Risk?

• All property owners 
are at risk, but 
criminals tend to target

• Properties without 
Mortgages

• Vacant Land
• Vacant Houses
• Investment Properties
• Out of Town Owners



Methods of Deed Fraud

• Forgery and 
Impersonation

• Notary Fraud

• Family Members

• Fraudulent LLC 
Transfers



Signs of Possible Deed Fraud

• Missing Property Tax Bills 
• Sent from the County Collector in early November

• Notices Regarding Unfamiliar Loans

• Unexpected Foreclosure Notices

• Incorrect Credit Report Entries

• Your property listed for rent or sale online 
(Craigslist, Facebook Marketplace)



How Can I Prevent Deed Fraud?

Periodically Review 
County Records

Address Any Strange 
Mail

Protect Your Identity 

Monitor your Credit 
Reports

Sign up for Property 
Fraud Notification 

Service



Property Fraud Notification

• Free notification service 
from the Greene County 
Recorder of Deeds

• Provides email 
notification of any new 
document filed matching 
your monitored names

• Early detection is key to 
limiting the damage of 
Deed Fraud



Step 1- Sign up 
www.greenecountymo.gov/recorder







Check Your Email



Email Verifying Acct 



Sign In Using Account Info





Notification Email



Recommendations

 The notification service only works for documents filed after 
you have completed the notification setup process 

 View Index of previously filed documents at 
Greenecountymo.gov/recorder  

 Search/Real Estate

 Notifications are county-specific

 You may monitor up to 5 names or variations of per email 

 Make sure you’re monitoring the name as listed on the 
vesting deed.



If You Receive a Notification

 Review the filed document information by searching the 
referenced Book and Page number at 
Greenecountymo.gov/recorder

 If you expected the document to be filed, no further action 
is needed

 If you did not expect a document to be filed

 Call the Recorder of Deeds office at 417-868-4068

 If necessary, report to local law enforcement

 Consult with a Real Estate Attorney



Other Hot Topics

HIGH PRICED DEED 
COPY OFFERS

REAL ID DEADLINE -
MAY 7, 2025

VETERANS



Questions?

Greene County Recorder of Deeds Contact Information

Phone: 417-868-4068

Email:  Recorder@Greenecountymo.gov

Office:  Greene County Historic Courthouse, 940 N Boonville, 
Room 100

Website:  www.greenecountymo.gov/recorder


